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ENLARGED DETAILS OF FRIEZE FOR WALL DESIGN GIVEN LAST MONTH, BY R. W. RATTRAY. 



TABLE POTTERY. 



ON page 171 will be found illustrated the latest success in 
table pottery, the new "Osiris" fish service, designed 
and manufactured by Messrs. E. Gerard Dufraisseix & 
Morel, of Limoges, France. What would our Puritan grand- 
mother have said if told it was necessary for her to have a spe- 
cially prepared dish for her Kennebec salmon, and yet to-day 
every housekeeper laying the slightest claim to estheticism, must 
possess, not only her "fish services," but also separate services, 
differing from each other in form and decoration, for "oysters," 
"soup," "game," "salad," "roast," "fruit," "berries," "ice 
cream," "after dinner," "finger basins," while if the party is of 
the ultra fashionable order the rince bouche and bone plate may 
be added, with other innumerable adjuncts, the choice of which 
displays at once the taste and culture of the purchaser, or, too 
frequently, the lack of both. 

In this " Osiris " service the designer has shown wonderful 
skill in combining beauty with utility and the pieces, while 
handsome in form and decorated with a design in entire har- 
mony with the shape, are perfectly adapted for the intended 
use. Notice that while the rim of the plates and dish are richly 
ornamented in relief, the centre, with which the knife and fork 
will come in contact are smooth and plain, and this leads to a 
word of advice— never buy plates that have a raised or roughened 
surface in the centre, except for fruit or dessert use, or your 
nerves will pay the penalty each time they are used. 

The design of this service is (as the name " Osiris " indicates) 
purely Egyptian in shape and decoration. In the form, the lotus 
blossom handles, segmented circular corners and detailed, geo- 



metric designs Au Marly bespeaks its Egyptian origin and the 
Pyramids, Obelisk, Statue of Memnon and Pillars of Karnac in 
the decoration can be the sign manual for no other country than 
that of "Isis" and "Osiris." 

It is astonishing that while we have had Japanese, Persian 
and Turkish designs ad nauseum, almost nothing has been seen 
or heard of Egyptian art, and this venture into a new and com- 
paratively untrodden path, should be successful. 

The factory making this ware is one of the oldest in France, 
having been founded in 1797 by M. Francois Alluaud, a very 
learned man of Limoges and for many years mayor of the city. 
After the death of M. Alluaud, Mr. Charles Field Haviland, a 
grandson by marriage and representative of the Alluaud heirs, 
succeeded to the management of the factory, which he retained 
until about three years ago, when it passed into the hands of 
Messrs. E. Gerard Dufraisseix & Morel, whose recent successes 
speak for their energy and enterprise. 



Ornamentation op Silver Services.— There is too fre- 
quently to be noted an excess of ornamentation in silver articles, 
both in chased and relief figures. Designers would do well to 
note that in cabinet work in the latest fashion all over patterns, 
whether in painting, relief or inlay, have with advantage been 
abandoned in panels for moderately-sized centre or corner figures 
on panel, leaving the rest of the field smooth. . 



Hardwood may be polished with shellac, dry by heat, rub 
down with pumice, then put on two coats of copal varnish and 
rub down, hardening each in oven. Then a flowing coat. This 
is of course for small surfaces. 
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NEW LIMOGE DINING SET, EGYPTIAN DESIGN, PROM THE HAVILAND MANUFACTORY. 
(For description see page 173). 



